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goers and the feedback received from Friends
suggest that this would be welcomed as an annual
event.

Helping to protect the building’s future.

Welcome from Chairman John Rampling
How time flies, I find it difficult to believe that
slightly over six months has elapsed since compiling
the year end report in April.

We'll have to wait and see as the Gresham's Music
Department always has a very full schedule. The
evening raised £554 for the Friends and thanks go
to everyone who helped out on the night, not
forgetting the Friends responsible for the excellent
“posh” nibbles served during the interval.

It's pleasing to report that the vast majority of
Friends renewed their annual membership in April
and our grateful thanks to them all. This means we
are still very much a viable organisation capable of
assisting the PCC in maintaining our historic and
lovely church.

PCC Update
The PCC report that progress with Norwich
Diocesan Office in obtaining a faculty for the
proposed handrail by the main gate has been
somewhat delayed as they have apparently mislaid
the application. However, the PCC are now taking
advantage of a recently introduced Small Faculty
application which is made to the Archdeacon and is
intended to speed up straightforward minor works.
It will be recalled that the Friends are hoping to
fund this project and we'll let you know when
progress has been made.

It is evident that, with the passage of time, the
Friends is becoming more firmly established and
we'll continue to do our best to keep people
interested and involved in helping to preserve our
beautiful church.
Autumn Fundraising Event
Our autumn fund raising project, a concert in St
John's, was an unqualified success thanks to the
immensely talented musicians from Gresham's
School, Holt. Our Judith Carter liaised closely with
Lynne Roberts, Head of Brass and also Head of
Music at the Preparatory School, who assembled
an eclectic mix of music.

The PCC's discussions with Matthew McDade,
Diocesan Advisory Committee Executive Officer are
ongoing concerning possible permitted internal
alterations to the entrance way and doors, to make
it less challenging for the disabled, as well as the
provision of a toilet and re-vamped kitchen
facilities. The PCC will at some stage be seeking
grants and the Friends will endeavour to assist
wherever possible.

Trumpeters!

Roof Beams & Death Watch Beetle
The Fabric Officer, Jim Dumolo, helped by Friends
and using a cherry picker, has inspected the roof
beams in the nave and this has confirmed some
past and possible current activity of death watch
beetle. There is also the question of the state of the

There was virtuoso playing by a cellist, an organist,
trumpeter, singers and recorder player. To round
off the evening Gresham's Brass Ensemble
entertained an almost full house to a varied and
exciting programme. The applause from concert
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roof timbers which are covered by the internal
timber cladding. Extensive scaffolding may
ultimately be needed, but just at present various
options are being evaluated.

A
fundraisin
g auction
and
supper
was held
in April
2016

Having found the
cherry picker, it
needed a certain
amount of man
power to get it
from the car
park and into the
church and that’s
where more
“Friends” came
to lend a helping
hand.

Concert
goers

Other Areas Friends have been Involved in …
In the meantime the Friends are assisting the Fabric
Officer wherever possible in carrying out routine
maintenance. Friends were also instrumental in
securing a ride-on mower, that is jointly owned by
the Parish Council, Village Hall and St John's to deal
with grass cutting at the playing field, pond and the
churchyard. There is a mowing rota to spread the
load and this has worked extremely well this
summer. The grass at the churchyard now takes
less than 40 minutes to mow instead of Clive
Mitchell taking around 4 hours with a small, self
propelled garden mower.

Organist,
Judith
Carter

It is particularly encouraging to report that by
combining community resources in the village this
has resulted in more people willing to help out at
the church when additional hands are needed, for
example, the lowering and refurbishment of the
flagpole and lightning conductor.
John Rampling
Chairman
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